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The Circuit Rider Published February 20, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Now Available on Web Site 
Go to 
http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/2D2B5B9FCF6E4D5D88C2DD02BC67A8D5_2011_MississippiConference_UMC_Journal-Vol1.pdf  
to view or download.

Luke 13:31-35
New International Version (NIV)
31 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said 
to him, “Leave this place and go somewhere else. 
Herod wants to kill you.”
32 He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving 
out demons and healing people today and tomorrow, 
and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ 33 In any case, I must press on today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely 
no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!
34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your 
children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 35 Look, your house is left to you 
desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’”
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And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• February 23, 2013 (Saturday)
Bishop Swanson will speak at 2:30 p.m. and 7:00 
p.m. at the Statewide Wesley Foundation Retreat in 
Pulaski, Mississippi.   

• February 24, 2013 (Sunday) 
Bishop Swanson will speak at the 11:00 a.m. service at Central UMC in Jackson, Mississippi.   

• March 3, 2013 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will speak at the 6:00 p.m. Celebration of UMC and Episcopal Covenant of Common Life at St. Peter’s 
By-the-Sea Episcopal Church in Gulfport, Mississippi.  

• March 17-19, 2013 (Sunday-Tuesday)
Bishop Swanson will speak at the Annual Spring Revival of White Oak UMC in Crystal Springs, Mississippi (Sunday at 
2:00 p.m.; Monday and Tuesday evenings at 7:30).

Church Family and Faith Helps MS  
Tornado Victim Move Forward
By Jasmine Haynes

It is possible that some Hattiesburg and Petal residents  
are struggling for understanding after a recent EF-4  
tornado disrupted their lives. Nevertheless, one victim  
has decided to count his blessings and not dwell on what 
was lost. Fortunately, Asbury United Methodist Church youth pastor, 
Jeff West, was not at home when the tornado nearly disintegrated the 
house that he and his wife moved in just months before the disaster. 
West shared that he was thankful no one was injured and there were 
no fatalities. “Possessions don’t really matter and anytime you worship 
anything other than Jesus it will let you down,” said West. “I’m glad 
we didn’t worship those things because they can be gone literally in 10 
seconds, so I just try to focus on what’s eternal because that can’t be 
taken away.”

Several church members and 
friends were removing shin-
gles from the house. Those 
working inside were pulling nails out of studs as small wood chips from a blaring 
saw fell from the roof. Parker Estes, a high school senior, pitched in to help his pastor 
with the house for a second time. “My friends and I helped him move in and paint the 
house so it is kind of surreal coming in and helping tear everything down,” said Estes.

Church members were not the only helping hands at the Petal home. Brook Goree, a 
Petal native and Mississippi State University student left Starkville as soon as she could 
to check on her home town. “I sent some friends who attend Asbury a facebook mes-

sage and asked how I could help and they bought me here,” stated Goree.

West shared that he had nothing but gratitude for his church family, his neighbors and all other volunteers helping with the 
cleanup. He is waiting for his insurance company to decide if the house is structurally sound or if what’s left of the dwelling must 
be demolished. No matter the outcome, West said he is not relocating because he loves his neighborhood and feels that God led 

Jeff West, Asury UMC Youth Pastor

Asbury UMC members and volun-
teers at the West home.
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him and his wife to the house. When asked about the source of his optimism, West re-
ferred to Jeremiah 29:11 and responded, “Where God tells us that He knows the plans 
He has for us, a lot of people focus on the ‘the plans to prosper you’ but I just take 
comfort in the fact that He knows what’s going on and He’s in control.”

At least six United Methodist structures in the Hattiesburg area were damaged in the 
February 10 tornado. To make a financial gift towards the Mississippi Committee on 
Relief (MSCOR) send checks to the MS Annual Conference office. Indicate Mississippi 
Disaster Relief in the memo line. The address is 320-A Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 
39206.

Institutions Hit by Storm Use UMC Facilities
By Lisa Hicks, District Communicator

Parkway Heights United Methodist Church in Hattiesburg announced plans 
to partner with Westminster Presbyterian Church after the recent tornado that 
swept through Hattiesburg. Westminster’s facilities received extensive damages 
and are unusable for the foreseeable future.

According to a statement issued by Todd Bradley, Parkway Heights Church 
Council Chair and the church’s pastor Rev. Eddie Rester, Parkway Heights 
became the home for Westminster Presbyterian Church beginning with the 
Ash Wednesday service held February 13.   Bradley and Rester state, “This is an 
exciting opportunity to share with our community the blessing of our facilities 
and we trust that the generosity of our congregation will bear fruit for the work 
of the kingdom.”  

Westminster will hold services on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary; Parkway’s services are at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Parkway Heights is also providing space for classes and offices for the Choral Music and Orchestral Departments of the University 
of Southern Mississippi; following extensive damage to USM. Rev. Rester said, “Our congregation is excited about the opportuni-
ty to share space with music students from USM. Our congregation is a strong supporter of the arts in our area, so it is a natural 
fit for us to welcome the students and faculty.”

When Parkway Heights began expansion and renovation to its facilities a few years ago, one of the objectives was to include space 
for the community.   Rev. Rester said that opening the church doors to the institutions is just another way for the church to live 
out that vision.

“We believe that God calls us to generously share all of our resources with the needs of our community. And in this time of great 
need for USM, we are pleased to be a part of the solution—our hope is not to simply be a church in our community but a church 
for our community,” said Rester.

Clearing the Way for Hispanic Ministry
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt

Nearly seventy people helped clean up the property of the future home for Hispanic Ministries in 
Desoto County, Mississippi. According to Andy Ray, the Senatobia District Superintendent, con-
struction of the new facility, which will sit on a lot of more than seven acres, could begin within six 
months.

The idea of another place of worship is part of a plan to meet the needs of the growing community 
through the United Methodist Church’s New Church Development initiative

“We hope to grow this into a vital, self-sustaining congregation. What’s important is that we be-
come more multi-cultural,” said Ray.  

The site is one of six churches the district hopes to plant in the coming years.  The Rev. Goyo de la 
Cruz, also known as new church planter, plays a prominent role in the strategy to bring the project 
to existence.  He is thrilled about the new opportunity for evangelism.

Westminster Presbyterian Church 

Brook Goree, Petal native  
and volunteer 

One volunteer helps with 
clean up for new UM min-
istry site.
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“We will continue with the work of harvesting souls, because now we’ll have a place where we can pro-
vide spiritual and material attention to new souls to be converted to Christ,” he said.  

Ray adds that money continues to be a crucial factor, but because United Methodists have a great un-
derstanding that they are tasked with the responsibility to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world, the mission is possible.

“I think that everybody feels that we are partners in helping grow the Kingdom. We don’t have to cross 
borders or go overseas.  We have an opportunity to be in mission right here,” explained Ray.

During the Senatobia District Rally on November 18, 2012 an offering of $7,000 was collected to sup-
port the movement.

 

330 Plus Attend UM Men “Calling 
All Men—Man Up for Jesus”
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt

The Mississippi United Methodists Men declares their 
first time event “Calling All Men—Man Up for Jesus” 
a huge success, with more than 330 men and boys in 
attendance. Among the crowd was Rev. Tim Thomp-
son who stated that the room was filled with men energized about the 
concept of church and their relationship with Jesus Christ.  

“These guys were just jumping up, praising God and singing out of the 
depth of their hearts; at altar call, one hundred or so came down in 
tears, crying about this wonderful experience they were having in the 
preaching moment,” said Thompson.

The evening that was dedicated to fel-
lowship and inspirational messaging was 
held at Camp Lake Stephens in Oxford, 
Mississippi on Friday, February 15. Join-
ing the group all the way from Nashville, 
Tennessee was the General Secretary of 
the United Methodist Men, Gil Hanke and 
Mississippi’s own Bishop James Swanson, Sr., who gave the sermon that Thompson took to heart.

“Bishop Swanson said we as men have to go back and serve God with authentic hearts and develop 
authentic relationships with our Jesus Christ,” Thompson added.   

“What we experience in that short time, was the Power of We; how we as United Methodist men 
can do more together than we can ever do apart.”

This same event will also be scheduled for the central, southern and the delta regions of Mississippi 
at a later date. For more information about the United Methodist Men of Mississippi follow  
www.methmenms.org.

Mineral Wells UMC Hosts Weekend Events
By Cynthia Laird, Senatobia District Communicator

From Friday, February 15, through Sunday, February 17, 2013 there were several trainings and competitions happening at Min-
eral Wells United Methodist Church as adults gathered for Certified Emergency Response Team (CERT) training and Cub Scout 
Pack 155 gathered for the Annual Pinewood Derby Car Race.  

(Left to right) Rev. Andy Ray and Goyo de la Cruz

Bishop Swanson addresses the audience during the 
Calling All Men event.

Tim Thompson sharing 
the story of a motivating 
UM men’s event.



The CERT training was led by Tim Curtis of DeSoto County Emergency 
Services, Kenneth Johnson, an Emergency Coordinator for Marshall County 
and Northwest Mississippi, and Danny Green, a retired air traffic controller. 
Several volunteer firemen also assisted. They taught participants the action 
steps that saves lives and lessens suffering in health threatening situations. 
The trainers reminded CERT members they must always have a buddy 
working with them, to avoid situations that are dangerous, and communi-
cate necessary information to professionals trained in extensive emergency 
procedures who have the skills, knowledge and equipment to deal with 
complex situations.

The scouting competition was led by Jacob Crocker, Sr., Committee Chair, 
Bryant Haynes, Cub 
Master of Pack 155, Thomas McClanahan, Assistant Cub Master, and other 
parents of scouts. The winners of the car race were Chase Brown - 1st place; 
Trey Bertin - 2nd place (a very close second); and, Jacob Crocker, Jr. - 3rd 
place. The scouts will compete in the district competition scheduled for 
March 2, 2013 at First United Methodist Church, Senatobia. Jacob Crocker, Sr. 
commented that his son had been a very shy child, but since getting involved 
in scouting, he has friends, more confidence and is learning responsibility and 
the importance of helping others. Pack 155 is for grades first through fifth and 
meets from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on Mondays at Mineral Wells UMC, the same time 
as the older scouts. Special needs children are welcome. Children who want 
to participate may do so regardless of their financial situation. Parents are 
encouraged to be involved with their child scout.

Pack 155 borrowed a track for the car race, but they are currently fundrais-
ing with plans to purchase their own. The next fundraiser is scheduled for March 1, 2013, from 5:00-9:00 p.m. at McAllister’s 
in Olive Branch. The scouts will be in uniform. They hope to have other fundraisers at Buffalo Wild Wings and Chick-Fil-A in 
April. If you would like more information about the scouting programs sponsored by Mineral Wells UMC, you may contact Jacob 
Crocker, Sr. by email at JacobCrocker@yahoo.com.

If you would like to learn more about disaster response by United Methodists visit the United Methodist Committee on Relief  
(UMCOR) website.

Register Online Now to  
Attend Annual Conference
Online registration is now available for the 2013 Power 
of WE: Mississippi Annual Conference. Clergy and laity 
can visit www.mississippi-umc.org and click on The 
Power of WE link for registration and updates.

Also, volunteers are needed for the conference sessions: 
ushers, greeters, hosts/hostesses and persons to assist with a baptism service to be held during the Annual Conference, June 6-9, 
2013 at the Jackson Convention Complex.

For more information, or to volunteer, contact Brenda McGloster by telephone at 601-345-8541 or email brenda@mississippi-
umc.org.

Central UMC to Celebrate United Negro College Fund   

Jackson, Miss. – Central United Methodist Church will celebrate the works of the United Negro College Fund and raise money 
for Rust College in Holly Springs, Mississippi and Tougaloo College in Tougaloo, Mississippi. This will take place during a wor-
ship service at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, February 24, 2013. The service is a part of Central’s effort to reach out to the community 
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Janet Downs and Darryl Downs putting out a 
training fire as the emergency trainers look on.

A picture of the Cub Scouts.



and is designed to increase awareness, knowledge, attitudes and practices related to the support of Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities. Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., Resident Bishop of the Mississippi Annual Conference of the United Methodist 
Church will be the speaker and the Tougaloo Concert Choir will render musical selections. The children and youth of Central 
UMC will participate in the service by giving tributes to Black History.

Tupelo Lay Rally    

The Tupelo District Board of Laity is sponsoring its annual Lay Rally at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 11 in Wesley Hall of First 
United Methodist Church of Tupelo. This year’s featured speaker is Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. Tickets are $15 and available 
from any member of the Tupelo District Board of Laity or from the District Office. No tickets will be sold at the door. Come to 
enjoy a fine meal, hear some good music and listen to Bishop Swanson. Mark your calendars and don’t miss it!  

Senatobia District’s 2013 Mission Team Headed to Hinton
Hinton Center is a Christian retreat and conference center that builds community 
through safe, affordable housing, effective congregations of faith, sacred space for re-
treat, reflection and renewal.

Hinton, located in Hayesville, North Carolina, is a mission agency of the United 
Methodist Church that creates opportunities for work teams from all over the country 
to experience the rich mountain culture, to serve with others in repairing or building 
homes with local families and to grow in their understanding of faith in action.  Build-
ing relationships with families and developing Christian community are top priorities.  
Discover why the utilization of God-given gifts within the context of service for others can transform the world.

Check out more at www.hintoncenter.org.

The trip is planned for July 20-27, 2013. The registration deadline is March 11. For questions contact Rev. Adam Gordon at 
adam@mapleschurch.org or call 662-895-2279.

Nominations Requested for 2013 Tobias Gibson Award
Nominations are now being solicited by the Commission on Archives & History for its annual award, the Tobias Gibson Award.  
Nominees should have made significant contributions to the preservation of the history of Methodism in the Mississippi Confer-
ence, ideally within the last year.  The award nominee must be a living person and able to be present at 2013 Annual Conference 
to receive the award.  Nominations are due by April 8, 2013, and are to be emailed to Commission Chairperson Rev. Jerry Wil-
liams at  jwillms@bellsouth.net or call Archivist Debra McIntosh, J.B. Cain Archives at 601-974-1077.

Funeral services for Cola Eugene Moody, 98, of Ward, 
Alabama, was held on Saturday, February 16, 2013, at 
11:00 a.m. Mr. Moody passed away Tuesday, February 
12, 2013, at Infinity Hospice in Marion, Mississippi.

Survivors include daughter Gloria Jean Allen May and 
her husband Rev. Lewis May (Pastor of Bonita UMC) 
of Meridian, Mississippi, four grandchildren, nine great 
grandchildren and three great-great grandchildren. He 
was preceded in death by his wife Nora Agnes Moody. Please keep the Moody/May families in your thoughts and prayers.

Prayers are requested for Ruth Owens, mother of Rev. Ray Owens (Hinds Chapel/Horn Lake), who has been hospitalized with 
congestive heart failure.

Renelda Owen, wife of Rev. Billy Owen (District Superintendent of the Meridian District) had surgery on Thursday, February 14 
at University Hospital in Jackson, Mississippi.  Please remember the Owen family in your prayers.  
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Vegetable Chili 
1  1/2 cups chopped onion
1  1/4 cups chopped green pepper
1/2 cup chopped celery
1 clove garlic, minced
2 16-ounce cans tomatoes (undrained)
2 tablespoons chili powder
2 teaspoons ground cumin
1/2 teaspoon ground red pepper
2 16-ounce cans whole pinto beans

Sauté first four ingredients in oil in a large Dutch over until tender. Add tomatoes and spices. Mash or blend in blender one 
can of beans (undrained) and add to mixture with second can of beans. Bring to boil, reduce heat and simmer uncovered 
for 30 minutes or to desired consistency. Meat can be added to this.

 – By Aline Chunn in “Food for Body and Soul” published by Philadelphia Southside UMC    

Employment Opportunities
Music, Choir and Contemporary Music Director   Southaven First UMC seeks a part time pianist/organist to provide ap-
propriate organ/piano/music and choir director for regular and special worship services of the church in keeping with the 
liturgical seasons, themes and ability to lead music for contemporary modern worship  services.  Candidate must display 
professional competence and musicianship.

A strong Christian commitment is necessary.  Salary will depend on experience and qualifications.  Must have resume in 
by March 1, 2013.  

Mail resume to: Southaven First UMC, 723 Star Landing  RD E, Nesbit MS,38651. Email to: glassjc@yahoo.com; or south-
avenfirstumc@gmail.com. Fax to: 662-429-8253.

Media Director, St. Mark’s UMC 
Job Description - Sound board, computer and lighting for traditional services (8:20 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.). Schedule ser-
vants to work the sound board and computer (traditional services - refer to Sandra Thomas for current schedule). 

• 11th Hour Contemporary Service (11:00 a.m.): Schedule servants to work computer, sound board and lights for the 11th 
Hour (Refer to Melissa Bolland for current schedule)
• Youth and Children’s ministry responsibilities and oversight will be included as they will have media needs as well.
• Responsible for replacing new batteries for microphones and doing checks on batteries each week
• Train computer, sound and lighting teams for new recruitment
• Able to troubleshoot any soundboard, computer and lighting needs

Additional Requirements - A good understanding of Pro Presenter 5, familiar with Garage Band, our software for record-
ing services, Create videos, familiar with downloading youtube videos for pro presenter use.  Familiar with projectors, 
graphic design experience a plus, keep website current and re-design as needed, update church social media sites facebook 
and twitter.  Practice and rehearse with the 11th hour praise team on Wednesday nights.

Applicants are to reply to Rev. Rob Gill at rob@saintmarksum.org

Director of Youth Ministries   First United Methodist Church of Pensacola, Florida is searching for an energetic, self-mo-
tivated leader with a passion for empowering youth to become disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, service and study 
to join us as Director of Youth Ministries. This position requires the ability to establish and maintain relationships with our 
youth and their families and be a contributing member of our church staff. The Director will coordinate and oversee vol-
unteer recruitment, training, retention and recognition to carry out programming, weekly youth meetings, summer camps 

Page 8



and youth trips while maintaining a personal and professional theology consistent with The United Methodist Church.

This is a full time position with salary based on experience and education. We are seeking candidates with a minimum of 
both a bachelor’s and master’s degree (preferably a M.Div. degree or other graduate theological degree).  We are seeking 
qualified candidates who have a minimum of five years of experience in the local church.

To apply please forward a letter of interest along with a resume and three references to Rev. Dr. Mary Ann Gantt, Minister 
of Christian Education at mgantt@pensacolafirstchurch.com by March 4, 2013.

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Confer-
ence/436491529732524 and on Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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